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THE OF THE ENGINEERS THUMt

By Sir A Doyle
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ADVENTURE
F ALL the problems which have

been submitted to my friend Mr
Sherlock Holmes for solution dur

Ing the years of our intimacy there
were only two which I was the means
of introducing to his notice that of Mr
Hatherleya thumb and that f

of Col
Warburtons madness Of these the lat
ter may have afforded a finer fleW for
an acute andoriginal observer but the
other was so strange in its inception
and in its details thai it
may be the more worthy of being
placed upon record even if it gave my
friend fewer those deduc
tive by which he
achieved remarkable results The

hafxn believe been told

less Rtrivino when set forth en bloc
to a sin to halfcolumn of print than
when a ts slowly evolve before
your owr and the mystery clears

away as each now discovery
fOc dshes a step which leads on to the
complete truth At the time the cir

upon me and the lapse of two years
has hardly served to weaken the effect

It was in the summer of long
after my marriage that the events oc
curred which I am now about to sum
marize I had returned to civil prac
tice and had finally abandoned Holmes
In his Baker street rooms although I
continually visited him and occasion
ally even persuaded him to forego his
bohemian habits so far as to come and
visit us My practice had steadily In
creased and as I happened to live at
no great distance from
Station I few patients from

V among the officials One of these
whom I had cured of a painful and

disease was never weary of
advertising my virtues and of endeav-
oring to send me on every sufferer over
whom he might have any influence

One morning at a little before 7
oclock I was awakened by the maid
tapping at the door to announce that
two men had come from Paddington
and were waltlngr in the consulting
room I dressed hurriedly for I knew
by experience that railway cases were
seldom trivial and hastened down

As I descended my old ally
came of the room and

closed the door tightly behind him
Ive got him here he whispered

jfrking hie thumb over his shoulder
hes nil right

What is it then I asked for his
manner suggested that it was some
strange creature which he had caged-
up In my room

a new patient he whispered I
thought Id bring him round myself
then he couldnt slip away There he
is all safe and sound I must go now
doctor I have my dooties just the
same as yyu And off he went this
trusty tout without even giving me
time to thank him

I entered my consulting room and
found a gentleman seated by The table
He was quietly in a of
hfcathjilN with a soft trtbtu cup

had laid down upon my books
Round one oT his hands he had a hand-
Kerchief which uli Cer

k with blood Wt

was exceedingly pale and gave me
the impression of a man who was suf
fering from some agitation
which It tnok all his strength of mind
to coHtroI

I am sorry to knock you up so early
doctor wild he but I have had a very
serious accident during the night 1
came in by tmiu this morning and on
inquiring at Paddington as to where-
I might find a doctor a worthy fellow
very kindly escorted me here I gave
the a curd but I see that she has
left the side table

I took it and at it Mr
Vivtor Hatherley engineer
16A Victoria street 3d floor That
was the name style and abode of my
mrning visitor I regret that I have

in my library You are fresh
from a night I understand
which in itself is a monotonous occupa
tion

Oh my night could not be called
monotonous said he laughed He
laughed very heartily with a high
ringing note leaning back in his chair
and shaking his sides All my medical
instincts rose up against i that laugh

Stop It I cried yourself to-
gether and I poured out some water
from a carafe

It was useless however Hs was off
in one of those hysterical outbursts
which come upon a strong nature when
some sreat crisis is over and gone
Presently he came to himself once more
very weary and blushing hotly-

I have been making a fool of my
self he gasped

Not at all Drink this I dashed
some brandy Into the water and the
rolor began to eome back to his blood-
less cheeks

Thats better lie And liow
doctor perhaps kindly at
tend to my thumb or rather to the
place where my thumb used to be

He unwound the handkerchief and
held out his htRid It gave even my
hardened nerves a shudder to look at it
There were Tour protruding fingers and
a horrid red spongy surface whore the
thumb should have been It had bt en
hacked and torn right but from the

heavens I cried this is a
terrible injury It mu0t have bled con-
siderably

Yes It did I fainted when Jt wag
done and I think that I must have been
senseless for a time When I
came to I found w s still bleed-
Ing so I tied one end of my handker-
chief very tightly round the wrist and
bvaced it up with a twig

Excellent You should have been-
a surseon

It Is a question of hydraulics you
see and came within iny own prov-
ince

This has been done I
the wound by a andsharp Instrument

A thing that a clearer said he
An accident I arfrsuino-
By no means
What a murderous attack
Very murderous Indeed
You horrify me

I sponged the wound cleaned it
dressed it and finally covered It with
cotton wadding and carbolized ban
dages He lay bark without
though he bit his lip from time to
time

How Is that I asked when I had
finished

Capital Between your brandy andyour bandage I feel a new man I wasvery weak but I have had a dealto go through
Perhaps you had better not speak ofthe matter It Is evidently trying toyour nerves
Oh no not now I shall have to

tell my tale to the police but between
ourselves If It were not for the con
vincing ovidence or this wound Of

I should he surprised if they bemy for it is a very
extraordinary om and I not
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much in the way of proof with which
back It up and even if they believe

me the clues which I can give themare so vague that It Is a question
whether justice will be done

Ha I cried If It is anything In
the nature of a problem which you de-
sire tp see solved I should strongly
recommend you to my friend Mr Sherlock Homes beforo you go to the official police

Oh I have heard of that fellow
answerrd my visitor and I should bevery glad If hewould take theup though of course

as Would you give
me ai introduction 6 himIll do better Ill take you round to
him myself-

I should Immensely obliged toyou
a cab and go together

We shah just be In tine to have a
little breakfast with him Do you feelequal to it

Yes I shall not feel easy until I
have told my story

Then my servant will caband I shall be with you in
rushed upstairs explained the matter

to my wife minuteswas inside a hansom driving with my
new acquaintance to Baker

Sherlock Holmes was as
lounging bout his sitting room in hia

gown reading the agony col-
umn of the Times arid smoking his be

broakfast pipe which
tall the plugs and dottels left

his smokes of the day allcarefully dried and
of the mantelniece When itwas he settled our new ac

the sofa placed a pil-
low beneath his head and laid a glass
of brandy and water within his reachIt is easy to see your experience hasno common one Mr Hatheriey

he Pray lie down there andmake yourself absolutely ab home Tellus what you can but stop when you
are tired and keep up your strength
with a little stimulant

Thank you said my patient butI have another man since the doctor me and I thInk thatyour has completed the cure
I shall take up as little of your

time as possible so I will startat once my peculiar experiences
Holmes in his big arm chair with

the weary heavylaid expression
wkhleh veiled his keen and eager na

while I sat opposite him and we
listened in silence to the strange story
which our visitor detailed tous

You mo A aaid he that 1
am an orphan and a bachelor residing

in lodgings in London By
fession I am a hydraulic engineer andI have had considerable experience ofmy work during the seven years
I was apprenticed to Venner
son wellknown firm of Groen
wjcb Two years ago having CF
my time and also come Into a

suln of money through my poor
I determined to start

in business for myself and pro
fessional in Victoria streetI one finds hist
first independent start in business ai
dreacy experience To me It has
exceptionally so During two yettfs

tftrrfy consultations anti oho
smaYjf jrfb a d that Is absolutely all
that my profession has brought me Mygross
Every daiVrrom Tri nfOnungTurftll

sink and 1 came to believe thatshould never have any practice at all
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Yesterday however just as I was
thinking of leaving the clerk
entered to sky there was a gentleman
waiting who wished to see me upon
business HjyTjrougntmp a card too
With time name oC Colonel Lysander
Stark engraved upon it Close at his
heels came the colonel himself a man
rather over the size but of an

thinness I do not think that-
I have yer seen so thin a man His
whole face sharpened away Into nose
and chin tnd the skin of his cheeks was
drawn quite tens over his outstanding
bones Yet this emaciation seemed to
be his natural habit and due to no
disease for his eye was bright his step
brisk and his bearing assured He was
plainly but neatly dressed and his age-
I should judge would be nearer 40 than
30

Mr Hatherley said he with
something of a German accent You
have been recommended to me Mr

as being a man who is not
only proficient in his profession but is
also discreet and capable of preserv-
ing a secret-

I bowed feeling as flattered as any
young man would at such an address
May I ask who It was that gaye me

so good a character
Well It Is better that I

should not tell you that just at this
moment I have it from the same
source that you are both an orphan
and a bachelor and are residing alone
in London

That is quite correct I answered
but you will excuse me If I say that I
cannot seo how all this bears upon my
professional qualifications I under-
stood that it was on a professional
matter that you wished to speak to
me

Undoubtedly so But you will find
that all I say is really to the point I
have a professional commission foryou bu absolute secrecy Is quite es-
sential absolute secrecy you

and of course we may expect
that more frqni a man who Is alono
than from one who lives In the bosom
of his family

If I promise to keep a secret said-
I you may absolutely depend upon
my so

very hard at me as I
spoke ajfd It seemed to me that I had
never seen so suspicious and question
ing an

Do you promise then said he
at last

Yes I promise
complete silence be

fore during and after No reference-
to thOiJnatter at all either in word or
writing

I have already given you my wordVery good He suddenly sprang
up and darting like lightning across
the room no hung open the door Thepassage outside was empty

Thats all said he coming
k know clerks arc some

curious as to their masters af-
fairs Now we can talk In safety He
drew up his chair very close to
and began to start at me again
same questioning and thoughtful look

A feeling of repusion aid of totthing akin to tear had begun to use
within me at the strange antics of thisfleshless man Even my dread of losinga client could not restrain me frommy Impatien-

ceI beg that you will state your busi
iTess sir said I my time is of valueHeaven forgive mo for that last sen

but the words came to my lipsfifty guineas for awork suit you he asked
admirably-

I say a nights work but an hourswould be nearer the mark I
want your opinion about a hydraulic
stamping machln which has got out ofgeoA show us what is wrong
weiishall isoon set It right ourselves
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The work andthe pay munificent
so We shall want youto come tonight by the last trainto vTo Eyford In Itlittle place near the ijorder off Oxfordshire and within n

Ins There Is a tran from PaAdingtqn
Which would bring yOu about1115

Vory good
I shall come down In a Carriage tcmeet you
There is a drive then
Yes oyr little aoe Is quite out inthe country It a good milosEyfpcd
Then we can hffadly get there before midnight I there would

Yes we could easily give you ashakedown
That is very awkward Could I notcome at some more convenient hourWe have Judged It best that you

should come late It Is to recompenseyou for that we are
known man a wpuld buy anopinion from the very hearts of your
profession still of Bourse if you wouldlike to of the business thereIs plenty of time to do so

I thought of the fiftji guineas and or
how very useful they would be to me
Not at all said very

happy to aacQrnmpdateni3jss4tQ your
wishes I ar touna little mbrjk clearly jyhat IMSthat you wish me

Quite It IsTAecy natural thaC
the pledge of scCrooy Which we
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station after ll p tloek I was the onlypassenger out there and therewas no one ufisn the platform save asingle sleepy with a lantern AsI passed out through the
however I mx acquaintance ofthe morning wattnjg In the shadow up
on the other side Without a word hegrasped my arm and hurried m intoa carriage the of which tstanding 6pen J e drew up winon tapped on thewoodwork and zUvay we went UK fastthe horse I i

One horse Interjected Holmes
4Yes only one

t Did you observ i the color
Yes I saw it b the side

I was stepping into the carriage Vwas p
Tiredlooking r fresh
Oh fresh and
Thank you I fim sorry to have In

ray continue your
most Interesting statement

Away we went then and we drove
for at least an hour Colonel Lysander
Stark had said that It was only seven
miles but I the rate
that we seemed from tietime that we took that It must have
been nearer twelVQ He sat at my side
in silence all th time and I was
snore than once I glanced
direction that he was looking at me
with intensity The country
roads seem t act good Inthatrt of the and

f jolted to look out of
thfr windows toffee something of where
WQ but sy were
ed make nothing
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frightened horse Into the gloom be

Iwould go said she trying
as It seemed to me to speak
I would go 1 should not stay here

There Is no good for you to
But madam said I I not

yot done what I came for
possibly leave until I have seen the

It Is not worth your while to wait
she on You can pass through
the one hinders And then
sdefrtg that I smiled and shook my
head she suddenly threw aside her
constraint and made a step forward
with her hands wrung together For
the love of heaven she whispered get
away from here before it Is too late

But I am somewhat headstrong by
nature and the more ready to engage-
In an affair when there is some obstacle
In the way I thought of my fifty
guinea fee of the wearisome journey
and of the unpleasant night which
seemed to be before me Was it all to
go for nothing Why should I slink
away without having carried out my
commission and without the payment
which was my due This woman
might for all I knew be a monorna-
nlac With a stout bearing therefore
though her had shaken me
more than I cared to confess I still
shookmy head and declared my

of remaining where I was She
was about to reney her entreaties when-
a door overhead and the
sound of several footsteps wore heard
upon the stairs She listened for an

up her hands with a
despairing gesture and vanished as

hid he had

have
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A Woman Bent Over Me a Candle in HerRight Hand ro 1

exacted from you should have rousedyour curiosity I have no wish to
mlt you to anything without your hay
ing it all laid before you I
that we are absolutely safe eaves
droppers

Entirely
Then the matter fchus Youare probably aware earth isa valuable product and is only

found in one or two places In England
I have heard s v
Some little time ago I bought a

small place a place with
in ten miles I was fortunate enough to discover that therewas a deposit of fullers
of my fields On examining it however
I found that deposit was a very
small one and that it formed a linkbetween two very much larger ones up
on the risht and left both of them
however In the grounds of my neigh
bors These good people wore absolutely Ignorant that their land contained
that which was quite as valuable as a
gold mine Naturally it was to my in
terest to buy their land before they dis
covered its true value but unfortun-
ately I had no capital by which I
could do this I took a few of my
friends into the secret however and
they suggested that we should quietly
and secretly work our own little de
posit and that In this way we should j
earn the money which would enable i

us to buy the neighboring fields This
we have now been doing for some Time
and in order to help us in our opera

we erected a hydraulic press
press as I have already ex

plained has got out of order and we
wish your advice upon the subject We
guard our secret very jealously how-
ever and if it once becomes known
that we had hydraulic engineers dom-
ing to our little house it would arouse
inquiry and then If the facts came
out It would be goodbjf to any chance
of getting these fields and carrying-
out our plans That is why I have
made you promise me that you will
not tell a human being that you are
going to Eyford tonight I hope that
I make it all plain-

I quite follow you said I Theonly point which I could not quite un-
derstand was what could makeof a hydraulic press in excavating ful-
lers earth which as I understand Is
dug out like gravel from a i lL

Ah said he carelessly we haveour own process We compress the
earth Into bricks to remove
them without revealing what they are
But that Is a more detail 1 have
taken ydu fully Into my confidence
now Mr Hatherley and I have shown
how I trust you He arose a he spoke-
I shall expect you then at Eyford-

at 1115-
I shall certainly be there
And not a worjd to He

looked at me with a last long ques
and pressing my

ho hurried
the room

Well when I came to think it all-
over In coot blood I cry much
astonished as you may both think at
this sudden commission which had
been intrusted to me On the one hand
of course I was glad for the fee was
at least tenfold I should have
asked I set a price upon my own

and it was possible that this
lead to other on s On the

other hand the face and wanner of my
patron had made an unnleasant Im
pression upon me and I could not think
that his explanation of the fullers
earth was sufficient to explain the ne-
cessity for my coming at midnight and
his extreme anxiety lest I should tellanyone of my errand However I
threw all fears to the wind ate a hearty
supper drove to Paddington and start-
ed off obeyed to the letter theinjunction as to holding my tongue

At Reading I hat to not only
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l Now and then I hazawl-
ad sotne remark to break the monotony
ofv the journey but the colonol an-
swered only In monosyllables and the
Conversation soon nagged At last
however the bumping of the road wasexchanged for the crisp smoothness ofa graveldrive and the carriage came
to a stand Colonel Lysander Starksprang out and as I followed after
him pulled me swiftly Into a porch
which gaped In front of us We stepped
as It were right out of the carriage
and Into the hall so that I failed to
catch the most fleeting glance of the
front of the house The instant that
I had crossed the door
slammed heavily behind up and I heardfaintly the rattle of the wheels as the
carriage drove away

It was pitch dark Inside tile house
and thecolonel fumbled about looking
for matches and muttering under his

Suddenly a door opened at
end of the passage and a-

long goldon bar shot outinour direction It grSw Jirpader and
a woman appeared with a lanip inherhand which she held above her head
pushing her face and peering-
at us I could see that she was pretty
and from the gloss with which the light
shone upon her dark dress I knew that
it was a rich spoke a
few words in a a tone
as though asking a question and whenmy companion answered in a gruff
monosyllable she gave such a tart
that the lamp nearly fell from her
hand Colonel Stark went up to her
whispered something In her ear and
then pushing her back Into the room
whence she had conic he walked to
ward me again with the lamp in his
hand

Perhaps you will have thekhidness
to wait in this room for a few minute
said he throwing open another doorIt was a auiet little plainly furnished
room with a round table in the cen-
ter on which several Germap books
were scattered Colonel Stark laid down
the lamp on the top of a harmonium
beside door 1 shall not keep you

an instant said he and van-
ished Into the darkness

I glanced at the books upon the
table and In spite of my ignorance of
German I could see that two of themwere treatises on scionce the othersbeing volumes of poetry Then I walked
across to the window hoping that I
might catch some glimpse of coun

but an oak shutter ha vlly
was folded across It It wag a

wonderfully silent house There was
old clock ticking loudly somewhere

in the passage but otherwise

Who were these German people
what were they doing living in thisstrange outoftheway And
whore was the place I was
or sp from Eyford that was all I knew
but whether north south east or west
I had no Idea For that matter Read-
Ing and possibly other large towns
wore within that radius so the place
might not be so secluded after all Yet
it was quite certain from the absolute
stillness that we were in
I paced up and down the

a tune under my breath to keep
up my spirits and feeling that I was
thoroughly my fiftyguinea fee

Suddenly without any preliminary
sound in the midst of the utter still
ness the door of my room
open The woman was standing in the
anerture the darkness of the hall bo
hind her the yellow light from my
tamo beating upon her eager andbeau
tiful face T could see at a glance that
she was sick with fear
sent a chill tQ my own heart
ut oneshaking finger to warn

and shot a few
ivords of broken English atjggiijheneyes glancing back like
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sutfdanly and as as
I

The newcomers wTere Colonel
j sender Stark and a short thick man

the creases of his double chin who was
introduced to me as Mr Ferguson

This is my secretary and mana-
ger said the colonel By the I
was under the impression that I left
this door shut just now I fearyou have felt the draught

On the contrary I I opened
the door myself because I felt tho room
to be a little close

He shot one of his suspicious looks

business then said he Mr Fer-guson and I will take you up tp see-
the

put my hat on I

r Qh no it is m the house
What you dig fullers earth in the

house
No no Thisis only where we com

press it But mind that All e
wish you to do isto examine the ma-
chine and let us know what is wrong
with it

We went upstairs together the
colonel first with the lamp the futmanager and I behind him It was a
labyrinth of an old house with corri-
dftrg passages narrow winding stair-
cases and little low doors the thres
Ifolds of which were hollowed out
the generations who had crossed thm-

i any furniture above the ground floor
while the plaster was peeling off the
walls and the damp was breaking
through In green unhealthy blotches
I tried to put on as unconcerned an airas possible but I had not i forgotten
the warnings ofthe lady even though-
I disregarded them and I kept a keeneye upon my two companions Fer-guson appeared to be a morose and si
lent man but I could see from
tie he said that he was at fel
lowcountryman-

Col Lysander Stork stopped at lust
b fQre a low door which he unlocked
Within was a small square room in

the three of us could hardly get
fit one time Ferguson remained

I and the colonel ushered me In
We are now said he actually

within the hydraulic press and it
be a particularly unpleasant

were to turn iton The of this small chamber

of many this metal
There are small lateral columns of
water outside which receive the forceanu which transmit and multiply It
the
The machine goes readily enough hot
there is some stiffness In the working
of it and it has lost a little of Its
force Perhaps you will nave the good-
ness to look it dyer and to show us
we can set it

I took the him and I ex-
amined the machine very thoroughly

was indeed a gigantic one and caps
ble of exercising enormous

I passed outside however and
down the levers whichtrblled it I knew at once by the whis-

tling sound that there was a slight
of water throug one of the
ders An examination showed that
of the indiarubber bands which
round the head of a drivingrod hndfihruilk so as not quite to fill the sock-et along which It worked This wasclearly the cause of the loss of power
and I pointed It out to my companions
who followed my remarks very care
fujly and asked several practical ques
tlonssas to how they should proceed to
set It right When I had made it
clear t6 them I returned main

jd look at It to satisfy my own
uTmjfeBlty Itwas obvious at a glance
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the merest fabrication for it would be
absurd to suppose that so powerful au-
engine could be designed for so inade-quate a purpose The walls were of
wood but the floor consisted of a
iron trough and when I came

J could see a crust metallicdeposit all over ifcr I had stooped andwas scraping at this to see exactly
it was when I heard a muttered

in German and saw the
cadaverous face of the colonel looking
down at me

What are you doing there he
asked

I felt angry at been tricked
by so elaborate as that which
he had told me I was admiring your
fullers earth said I think that I
should be better able to advise you as
to your machine if I knew what the
exact purpose was for which it was
used

The Instant I uttered the
the rashness of my speech
set hard baleful lightsprang up ha his gray eyes

Very well said he tybu shall know
all about the machine He took a
backward slammed the little door
turned the key In the lock I rushed
toward it and pulled at the handle but
it was quite secure 5and did net give
in the least to my klaks and shoves
Hello I yelled Hello Tet

me out
Arid then suddenly slience I

heard a sound which sent my heart
into my mouth It was the lanK of
the levers swish of the leaking
cyljnder He qhe engine at
work The still stood upon tins
floor where I had ft when ex

the trough By jts light Isow that the ceiling was coining
down upon jerkily but asnone knew than myself with a
force which muat within a minutegrind me to a I threwmyself the door

wfth my nails at the lock
I wiptored the colonel to let me out

tIme remorseless clanking of
levbrs drowned my The ceiling
VSB qnjy a fppt or Iwo above my headmy d I could feel

surface Then ii flashedthj ughVmy mind that the pain of my
depend very much uppptlffppition in which I met it If I

URDU jjny spine and I shuddered to
think of that snap Easier the
naeye1 to lie and look up at that deadly

whjph brought a gush of hope back to
have said that the floorano ceiling were of were

of rood As I gave a hurriedglance around I a ofpow light between two of the boards
iWhIeh broadened sad broadened as ajsniaH panel was pushed backward For

instant I could hardly believe
there was indeed H door which
wffvjy from death The next instant I
threw myself through and halffainting upon the other side Thispenal had closed again behind me but

piucKing at fiy wrtat aflLOfOM fllying upon the stone floor of anarrow corridor while a woman bent
me and at me with her

held a candle in
her right It was the same good friendwhose warningI had so foolishly re
JTected

Come come she cried breathless
b win be here in a momentTheywill see that you are not thereOil do tile sopreclobut come

This time at least I did not scorn
her advice I staggered to my feet andran with her along the corridor anddown a winding The latter ledto another broad and just aswe reached it we heard the sound ofrunning feet and the shouting of two
voices one answering the other fromthe floor on we were and fromthe one beneath My guide stopped

about her like one whois at
end Then she threw open adoqr which led late a bedroom through

window of which the moon wassliming brightly-
It Is your only chance said sheItid high hut it may be that you canjuip it

As she spoke a light sprang intoview at the further end of the
and I saw the lean figure ofLysander Stark rushing forward with-
a lantern in one hand and a weapon
like a butchers cleaver in the other I
rushed across the bedroom flung open
the window and looked out How quiet
and sweet and wholesome the garden
lodlced in the moonlight and it could
not be more feet down I

out upon the sill but I has
until I should have heardwhat passed between my saviour and

the ruffian who pursued me If shewere illused then at any risk I was
determined to go buck to her assfetthought had hardly flashedthrough my mind before was at
the door pushing his way past her
but she threw Tier arms round him and
tried to hold him back

Fritz Fritz she cried In English
remember your promise after the last
tUne You said it should not be again
He will be silent Oh he will be

You are mad Elise he shouted
to break away from her

You will be the ruin of us He hasseen too much Let me pass I say
Ho dashed her to Qne side and rushing
to the window Cut at me with hisheavy weapon I had let myself go
and was hanging by the hands on thesillj when his blow fell I was cotscfous of a dull pain my grip loosened
and I fell into the garden below

was shaken but not hurt by the
I picked myself up and rushed

off among the bushes as hard as I couldrun for I understood that I was farfrojn being danger yet Sudden
ly however as I ran a deadly dlzxi
ness and sickness came over rne Iglanced down at my hand which was
throbbing painfully and then for the
first time sawthat my thumb been
cut oil and that the Blood was
from ray wound 1 endeavored to tiemy handkerchief round it but
came a sudden buzzing in my
next moment I fell in a dead faintamong the rosebushes

How long I remained unconscious Iftajmot tell It must have been a
long time for the moon had sunkbright morning was breaking when Icame to My clothes were aVsadden and my coat sleeve
was drenched with blood from niy
wounded thumb The smarting of it re
called in an Instant all the particulars
of my nights adventure and I sprang
to my feet with the feeling that I might
hardly yet be safe from my pursuers
But to my astonishment when I
to look round me neither
garden were to be seen I had been
lying in an angle of the hedge close by
the high road and just a little lower
down was a long building which
nroVedi1unonjmxranoaohing it to be
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it not for the ugly wound upon my
hand all that had passed during those
dreadful might have been an evil
dream

Half dazed I went into the station
and asked about the morning train

would be one to Reading In less
an hour The same porter was

I found as hail been
when I arrived I Inquired of
whether had heard of Colonel
Lysander Stark was strange
to bUn Had he observed a carriage
the night before waiting for me No
he bad not Was there a police stationanywhere near There was
three miles off

It was too tar for me to go weak
and III as I was I determined to walt
until I got back to town before tallliurmy story to the It was a llttl-pasf6 I so I went
to have my wound dressed and
the was kind enough to bring
me I put the case into your
hands and shall do exactly what you
advise

We both sat in silence for some little
time after listening to this extraordi-nary narrative Then Sherlock Holmes
pulled down from the shelf one ofponderous commonplace books
which he placed his cuttings

Here is an advertisement which will
interest you he It appeared in
all the papers a Listen
to this on Mr
Jeremiah aged 26 JiyftpauHr
engineer Left his lodgings stIll oclock-
at night and has not bean bftard of
sface Was in etex
That last time
colonel needed to have his machine
overhauled I fancy

Good heavens cried my patient
Then that what the girl

said
Undoubtedly It is quite Clear thatthe colonel was a coOl and disparateman who absolutely

that nothing should stand in th way of
his game like thosapirates who will leave nosur fcrort froma captured ship Well e ary moment
now is precious so ifjrt3tU fSSTeftttal to
it we shall go down t Sood iMi Yard

as a preliminary starting for
Some three hours or so afterward we

were all in the train together
from Reading to the littlevillage There were Sherlock Holmes
the hydraulic engineer Inspector Brad-street of Scotland Yard a plainclothes-
man and myself Bradstreet had spread

ordnance map of the county outupon the seat and was busy with his
drawing a circle with By
center

There you are said he cir-
cle is drawn at a radius of
from the flllage The place we wjint-
must be somewhere near that line You
said ten miles I think sirIt was an yoody trive

And you that tb y broughtyen back all that way whn you were
unconscious

They must hJtve done so I have a
confused memory too of having boon
lifted and conveyed somewhere

fainting in
why they should

when tl ey found

il Jiardly think thatiikeir I n river-
s w a more inexorable face in may life

Oh we shall soon clear up all
said Bradstreet Well I havemy circle and I only wish I knew at
what point upon it the folk that
in search of are to be found-

I think I could lay my linger on It
said Holmes quietly

Really now cried the inspector
you nave Cetne

now we agrees with you
I say if is south for the ctujfrtry Is
more deserted there

And I say east saM my
I am for west remarked

clothes man There are several quiet
little villages up

And I am for said I bo
cause are MO nftls there and Our
friend says that he did not notice the
carriage s up any

Come cried the inspector
its a very pretty dr ertiit r of

opinion We have bored compass
among us WTio do give your
casting vote to

You are all
But we
Oh yes This fas my poled

he placed his finger jn the centre of
the circle This is where we shall
fluid them

But the twelvemfle drive gasped
Hatherley

Six out and six Nothing elm
pier You say the horse
was fresh and glossy when you got in
How could it be that if it had gone
twelve miles over heavy roads

Indeed It is a likely ruse enough
observed Bradstreet thoughtfully Of
course there can be no doubt as to the
nature of this

None at all Holmes Tbey
are on a large scale and

to form the amalgam
which has taken the place of silver

We have known for some Um thata elever gang was at work the
Innpector They have been turning
out halfcrowns by the thousands We
even traced as far as Reading
but could get no further for they hai
covered their in a way that
showed they old hands But
now thanks to this lucky chance I
think that we have them right
enough

But the inspector was mistaken for
those criminals were not destined to
fall into the hands of justice As we
rolled into EJyford station a
gigantic column of smoke which
streamed up from behind a small clump
of trees In the neighborhood and
like an immense ostrich feather
the landscaps

A house i fire asked Bradstreet
as the train off again on its

Yes sir said the station ma tar
When did it break
I hear that it was Curing tiM

sir but it has got worse thewfc le
place is in a blaze

Whose house te it
Dr Bechers
Tell me broke in the engineer Is

Dr Bechor a Gernnan very thin witha long sharp nose
The station master laughed heartily

No sir Dr Becher is an Englishman
and there Isnt a man In the parish who
has a better lined waistcoat But he
has a gentleman staving with him a
patient as I understand who is a for-
eigner and he looks as if a little good
Berkshire beef would do him no harm

Time station master had not finished
his speech before we were all hastening
in the direction of the lire The road
topped a low hill and there was a great
widespread whitewashed bullatapr In
front of us spouting fire at evetiy chink
and window while in the garden In
front three tire ermines were vainly
striving to time thames under

Thats It cried Hatheriey in in
tense excitement There is gravel
drive there are the rose bushes
where I lay That secondVvindow Is theone that I from

Well at least said HoUnes you
have had y ur rev nge upmi tlvnn
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